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  Medical Center 
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  Lincoln Mercury 
Treasurer: Bonnie Krummen, CenterState 

                  Bank, N.A. 
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Jill Evans,  San Antonio Citizens Federal  

                 Credit Union 
Kathy Britton, Coldwell Banker Britton & 

 Assoc. 
Melissa Williams, Tampa Tribune 
Nicole Kurz, St. Petersburg Times 
Penny Freeman, Saint Leo University 
Penny Morrill, Sunrise of Pasco 
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Randy Stovall, PHCC 
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Roy Hardy, Becky Harper, Charlotte Kiefer, 
Lindy Smith, Sylvia Young 
 
Executive Director: Nita Beckwith 
 
Secretary: Melody Floyd 
Receptionist: Jo Uber 

Mission Statement 

ñTo promote the  

economic growth and quality of 

life in the greater  

Dade City areaò 

January Chamber Calendar 
 

1 Chamber Closed ñHappy New Year!ò 

2  Cruise Inééééééééééééééééééé...3-8pm 

6  Executive Board Meetingéééééééééééééé.8am 

7  Business Development Meetingééééééééééé.12pm 

13 Full Board MeetingðFlorida Traditions Bank.ééééé.12pm 

19 Chamber Business Breakfast-Saint Leo Universityé...é..7:30am 

23 Kumquat Recipe Contest @Pasco Regional Medical Center.12pm 

25 Ambassador Meetingééééééééééééééé..12pm 

27 Citizen of the Month Breakfastéééééééééééé.8am 

28 Chamber Mixerééééééééééééééééé..5-7pm 

30 13th Annual Kumquat Festival 

 
 

Kumquat  
Festival 2010 

Recipe Contest 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greater Dade City Chamber of Commerce 

 

Bring us your Kumquat Recipes, 
everyone is invited!!!!! 

Entry form with recipe must be  
received by 5pm January 21st. 

 

For more information call the  
Chamber 352- 567- 3769or just stop by  

the Chamber and pick up an Entry Form. 

Relay for Life òRace of Hopeó 
and 

The Suncoast Sandpipers Volkssport Club 
Each will be holding their Kumquat  

Festival Race/Walks 
 

For more information call the Chamber 352- 567- 3769 
Registration Forms are available online or at Chamber office 

5k, 10k 
and  

No- K 
Race/
Walks 
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The Presidentôs  

Deskéé 
 

 

 

Greetings fellow members: 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
Well, itôs time to roll up our sleeves and get back to work!  
Donôt you just hate that?  I hope that the holidays provided 
you with some needed relief.  Whether it was a break from 
your job or an added income from sales; 2009 is complete 
and will probably go down in the economic history books. 
 
At this writing, we are scheduling a strategic session to 
occur very soon.  The agenda has mixed items, but as a 
continuation of last year, we will continue to focus on  
membership values and strengthening this organization. I 
have been able to speak with several chamber members in 
the last two months.  All have voiced their pleasure in the 
progress made on our web site, and operational changes 
within the office.  Thank you for your thoughts. 
 
Just a quick update on events, our premier event, the  
Kumquat Festival, is about to occur. A special partnership 
has occurred with our neighbors over in Orlando! (You 
know the little guy with the big ears) But because I am  
writing this message in early December, I canôt tell you the 
specifics until it is time!  All I can tell you is ï you need to 
come to the festival and see the gifts presented to us! 
From a festival idea that started from three wonderful 
women, Phyllis Smith, Roxine Barthle, and the late Carlene 
Elberg, we present the 13th Annual Kumquat Festival.  
Over the years we have grown in popularity worldwide: 
Sixty Minutes telecast, Garfield the Cat Comic Strip, Beatle 
Bailey Comic Strips, Korean Radio, China, Israel farmers, 
Fox 13, Bay News 9, PBS Television, St. Pete Times, The 
Tampa Tribune, Southern Living Magazine, Tampa Bay 
Super Bowl Host event, numerous food articles in papers 
throughout the United States and thanks to Pasco  
Regional Medical Center, the Kumquat Growers ï Walt 
Disney World and Epcot. I hope it never ends!  Please con-
sider attending. 
 
Until next month, Shop Dade City. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
 

¶ Florida Hospital Zephyrhills  
¶ H & R Block Dade City 
¶ RX Discount Pharmacy 

Thank you to our 
 Founders Club members. 

Please call the chamber at 352-567-3769 for  
information on our Founders Club. 

Do You Have  

These Dates  

Marked On  

Your Calendar? 

January 
2nd  Dade City Cruise InðDowntown  

  Dade City  352-567-3769 

7th  New Year MixerðRoyal Oaks Nursing 

  Center  352-567-3122 

28-31  The Little Everglades International  

  Combined Driving EventðLittle Ever-

glades   Ranch, Dade City  352-521-0366 

29-Feb 7th Annual Fort  Dade Mountain Man  

  Rendezvous, Withlacoochee River Park  

  352-567-0264 

30th  13th Annual Kumquat Festival 

  Downtown Dade City  352-567-3769 

 

February 
6th  Dade City Cruise InðDowntown  

  Dade City  352-567-3769 

6th  13th Annual Moonlight & Ivory 

  Dade City Womanôs Club 352-521-0766 

6-7  Farm Festival & 20th Annual Quilt Show 

  Pioneer Florida Museum & Village  

  352-567-0262 

13   Sock Hop for Sunrise of Pasco County

  352-521-3358   

15-21  Pasco County Fair, Pasco County  

  Fairgrounds, Dade City 352-567-6678 

19-21  Annual Central FL ñFlint Knapp-Inò 

  Withlacoochee River Park, Dade City  

  352-567-0264 
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Chamber Banquet  

 

Civic Organization of the Year  

Cornerstone Center for Women  

2010 Chamber Board  

Business Leader of the Year  

Ed Blommel   

Small Business of the Year  

Beef OõBradyõs accepted by Harold Sample 

Richard Tombrink Award  

Jerry Sterner  

Thank you Joey Wubbena for  

being the2009 President  

Presidentõs Award 

Bob Loring  

Large Business of the Year  

Saint Leo University  

Thank you to all of 
our wonderful 
members for  

making this years 
Banquet a huge 

success! 

 
We enjoyed 
wonderful 

time visiting 
with our 
friends  

(our fellow 
chamber 

members) 
and  

celebrated 
with our  
Award  

winners! 

 
We are looking forward to a 

great year in 2010, supporting 
our community and our  

chamber members.  

Thanking each of our  
members for a great 2009 
and wishing them an even 

better 2010!  

 
Exciting evening 
with great Silent 

Auction items,  
delicious food and 

great  
entertainment.  

Ambassador of the Year  

Richard Riley  
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We are looking for  
Members  

to help serve on our  
Committees,  

Events & Projects for 2010. 
 
 

Our committees are: 
Business Development Committee, 

Membership Committee 
 

Our Events are: 
Golf Tournament, 
Kumquat Festival, 

Cruise-In, 
Christmas Parade, 
Awards Banquet, 

Citizen of the Month Banquet 
 

Our Projects are: 
Dade City Booth at the  

Pasco County Fair, 
Booth at the Pioneer Florida Museum  

Labor Day Festival,  
Pasco Cogen/Chamber  

Partner Scholarship 
 

If  you are interested in serving on one of  
our committees, helping with one or our 

events or projects, please call  
352-567-3769. 

 

Your Pasco Sheriffôs Vice and Narcotics detectives have been 

working overtime busting the drug dealers who operate in our 

county. Notably, the largest cocaine bust in the history of our 

agency was made in Dade City last August when more than 114 

pounds of packaged cocaine worth about $1.5 million and more 

than $2.2 million in cash were seized after an 18-month  

investigation. Three Mexican citizens were arrested and indicted 

on federal drug trafficking charges. 

 

We also continue to make arrests for individuals operating  

marijuana grow houses in our community.  This trend started 

across the nation about 5 years ago and has moved the pot  

growing from the outdoors into the homes of every type of  

subdivision.  Some of these growers cultivate the marijuana in the 

homes they live in, some in houses that they rent.  These  

elaborate grow operations can cost thousands of dollars to set-up 

and operate, but to unscrupulous drug dealers, the money they 

can make is worth the prison time they are facing if they get 

caught. And we are catching them.  In 2008, our Vice and  

Narcotics Unit had 32 grow house cases and confiscated 2,422 

plants.  At the beginning of December 2008 when this newsletter 

was written, these detectives had 45 cases with 1,914 plants 

seized. 

 

As you may know all too well, even legal drugs can become a 

burden in our society when they are abused.  Prescription drugs 

are a perfect example.  We are seeing more and more  

pharmaceutical pills when we make sweeps against street-level 

drug dealers across the county.  One such operation in November 

netted 170 charges against 63 suspects.  The majority of these 

cases involve illegally obtaining controlled substances or the  

illegal sale of legally obtained prescription narcotics.  The seizure 

of illegal prescription narcotics in Pasco County has increased by 

approximately 20 percent over last year, reflected in both cases 

initiated and arrests made.   

  

Illegal drugs such as heroin and methamphetamine also continue 

to plague our society.  Drug abuse is a societal problem and law 

enforcement is on the front line when it comes to battling this 

widespread affliction.  Drugs are the fuel that drives much of our 

crime.  Too many crimes are committed by individuals looking to 

feed their habit.  This includes property crimes such as burglary 

and theft, and economic crimes such as credit card and check 

fraud.  Most prostitutes have a drug habit, and many armed  

robberies are by individuals looking to fund their next high. 

 

But the high cost of drug abuse doesnôt end there. Billions of 

dollars are spent in this country housing convicted drug abusers, 

dealers and smugglers.  And the toll on the family touched by 

drugs is immeasurable.  If you, or you know someone, that is 

using or abusing drugs, please get medical help.  The legal  

consequences will be much harsher if my deputies get to you 

first. 

Pasco County  

Sheriffôs Office  
 

January 2010 

You are invited to 
Royal Oak Nursing Center  

New Year Mixer! 
 

January 7, 2010  5- 7pm 
Door Prizes, Wine and Hors dõ oeuvres 

Please RSVP 352- 567-3122 by 12/31/09 
 

Location: Royal Oak Nursing Center 
37300 Royal Oak Lane 

Dade City 
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DENNIS KACKRITZ (352) 521 -

 K ACKRITZ  

AIR CONDITIONING  & HEATING 
SOLUTIONS, INC. 

RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL  
* MOBILE HOMES 

Goodman * Amana * American Standard & Comfortmaker 
 

Sales, Installations and Maintenance 
 

Air Conditioners, Commercial Refrigeration  
& Ice MachinesñAll Makes & Models 

24 Hour Emergency Service * Charge Cards 
Accepted 

òStraight Rate, No Overtime Chargesó 

12730 Abbey Drive, 
Dade City, FL 33525 

Insured 
Lic. # CAC1815715 

 

Still Cookinõ for A Cure 
 

òStill Cookinõ for a Cure,ó a cookbook of favorite recipes of cancer survivors and those that fought the  

battle, is now available to benefit the American Cancer Societyõs Relay For Life in San Antonio. 

 

 The cookbook is a sequel to òCookinõ for a Cure,ó a cookbook compiled last year by the Million Dollar 

Baby team of Relay For Life. That cookbook sold out the 500 copies and proceeds from the sales helped that 

team reach the sapphire level by raising $15,000 for that team.  

 

 This yearõs cookbook is larger but still available for $15. It is available at the Pasco County Fair  

Office, 36722 State Road 52, Dade City, and Williamõs Fashion Center/Lunch on Limoges, 14139 Seventh St., 

Dade City. Cookbooks are also available from Team USA, the former Million Dollar Baby team. A list of  

members is available on the Web site: R elayForLife.org/SanAntonioFL . 

 

 Florida Traditions Bank and Tampa Type/Print Inc. helped sponsor the cookbook and all proceeds will 

go to Team USA to benefit Relay For Life.  The Relay For Life in San Antonio will be held April 17 in San  

Antonio City Park. The theme is òCelebrating Birthdays Around the Worldó and all teams have selected  

countries to represent. The 2009 Relay in San Antonio raised nearly $95,000 for ACS and supports cancer  

research and patient programs.  



Chamber News Page 6 

      

 

   WHO  

 
Has News for the Chamberôs Newsletter? 

We Are   L  king  
  

For Your News.  
 

Please email your news to us at 

info@dadecitychamber.org.  

 

ñGood Things Happening  

at Pasco High Schoolò 
 
 

Pasco High School Teacher of the Year 
 

We are proud to announce our 2009-20010 Teacher of the Year, Mrs. 
Robin Walters.  She is not only our Teacher of the Year but has also 
been selected as one of three top finalist for Pasco Countyôs Teacher of 
the Year.  Her teaching career started in 1990 at Centennial  
Elementary School and she continued as a Language Arts, Social  
Studies and Intensive Reading Teacher at Pasco Middle School from 
1993-2005.  She came to Pasco High in 2005 as an Intensive Reading 
Teacher.  She has been involved in many Staff Development  
opportunities and is always willing to share the information she has 
learned with her colleagues.  Mrs. Walters has a passion for and  
commitment to helping students graduate and read to learn.  She has 
been a valuable asset to our faculty and we are very proud to have her 
represent our Pirate Family with this outstanding honor. 
 

 
PHS Debate Club 

 

By:  Deborah Sierra 
There is now a Debate club on campus. We currently have 20 members 
and have had several great meetings. These students are interested in 
politics, current events, and social issues, and they aren't afraid to  
express their opinions! We hope to be able to expand this program and 
give students a chance to observe and participate in community events 
and discussions. Sponsors are Wardell Powell (Science teacher) and 
Deborah Sierra (Language Arts teacher). 
 

 
 

PHS Students Attend a Leadership and Ethics Conference 
Sponsored by West Point 

 

By: Grant Young, PHS Math Teacher and West Point Grad 
A group of 6 Pasco High School students were selected by their  
teachers and school staff based on their demonstrated leadership within 
the school and community as well as their ability to implement  
improvements within the school as a result of attending the conference. 
The students attending the conference were Josh Griffin, Kara Inversso, 
Amanda Dempsey, James Drewes, Derek Radtke, Nate Goswick. 
 

USMA (West Point) sponsored Leadership and Ethics Seminar for high 
school students who have demonstrated those traits in order to improve 
them as well as in the overall student body. The one day conference 
was facilitated by West Point Cadets and focused on leadership,  
respect, honor and ethical issues providing students with a unique  
opportunity to examine their own value system and its impact on ethical 
dilemmas. The Keynote speaker was Mark Dominik, GM, Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. Student groups analyzed and evaluated typical ethical 
dilemmas in school, work, and life. They learned to apply the Integrity 
Test for ethical decision-making to resolve them. There was a welcome 
speech by Brigadier General Luis Visot as well as  West Point Cadet 
speaker (Cadet Sarah Levy).  The event was held on November 16, 
2009 at the USF Alumni Center in Tampa. 

Dance Into Shape This New Year At  

Dade City Jazzercise 

 
¹×ÆÉÎÙÎÔÓÆÑÑÞpdÙÍÊdgud³ÊÜd¾ÊÆ×̃Ød 

resolution goal is to lose weight and get 

in shape. As we begin a new decade, 

people from around the world will attend 

Jazzercise classes as part of their plan to get fit. 

These folks will have just as much fun burning off 

ÙÍÊd̆ÍÔÑÎÉÆÞdÈÆÑÔ×ÎÊØ̇dÆØdÙÍÊÞdÉÎÉdÊÓÏÔÞÎÓÌdÙÍÊÎ×d 

favorite festive foods.  

 

Each 60 - minute Jazzercise class offers a fusion of 

jazz dance, resistance training, Pilates, yoga, and 

kickboxing movements set to popular music. The 

Jazzercise fitness program has benefited people of 

all ages and fitness levels for more than 40 years. 

Founded by fitness pioneer and Jazzercise CEO Judi 

Sheppard Missett, Jazzercise is more popular than 

ever with 7,500 instructors teaching more than 

32,000 classes weekly in all 50 states and 32  

countries.  

 

At Dade City Jazzercise, we offer 11 

classes weekly at varying times. For 

more information about Jazzercise,  

contact Kristine Dail at 813- 714- 9272 or 

kristingdail@yahoo.com . For class  

ÎÓËÔ×ÒÆÙÎÔÓpdÌÔdÙÔdÏÆßßÊ×ÎØÊrÈÔÒpdÆÓÉdÈÑÎÈÐdÔÓd̆ËÎÓÉdÆd

ÈÑÆØØ̇dÔ×dÈÆÑÑd|tt- FIT - IS- IT.  
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Chamber Member Benefits  
 

¶ Advertising Opportunities 
On the Chamber Web Site 

Membership Directory 

Information Displayed in the Chamber 

City Map, 

Monthly Newsletter 
 

¶ Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies 
 

¶ Spotlight on Business 
 

¶ Networking Opportunities 
Chamber Breakfast 

Chamber Mixers 
 

¶ Inquires-Only Members information given 
 

¶ Ambassadors Program 
 

¶ Committee Participation 
 

¶ Project Participation  
 

¶ Event Participation 
 

¶ Wireless Internet 
 

¶ Notary Service 

Career Central 
Business Advantage Seminar 

January 13, 2010, 8am-12pm 
Silverthorn Country Club 

4550 Golf Club Lane, Brooksville, FL  34609 
 

Pasco County Local Economy: Where Is It 
Going? 

John Walsh, Pasco Economic Development Council 

Hernando County Local Economy: Where Is 
It Going? 

Mike McHugh, Hernando Office of Business Development 

Web Design & Optimization  
for Better Business 

Chris Fiffie, Instant Images 

The Psychology of Customer Service  
in Difficult Times 

Dr. Stanley M. Giannet, Pasco Hernando Community College 
 

**This Seminar is Free and will include Breakfast**  
 

RSVP by January 11, 2010 
East Pasco: 813-377-1300 ext 3027 

West Pasco: 727-484-3400 ext 3027 
Hernando: 352-200-3027 

 

Saint Anthony School Celebrated The 
Closing Of Its 125

th
 Anniversary Year  

 
Saint Anthony School celebrated the closing of its 125th  
anniversary year on November 18, 2009.  In April, we  
commemorated the beginning of classes in the kitchen of Mrs. 
Cecelia Morse.  On November 18, 1884, the first formal classes 
were held in a wood-frame school building on the location of 
the present-day red brick structure.   
 
In celebration of that occasion we held an outdoor assembly ñat 
the flagpoleò like the students did in 1884.  After the outdoor 
assembly, alumni and friends of the school visited classrooms 
to share memories of ñback when.ò   All were invited to join the 
school community for the liturgy (Mass) at 9:30 a.m. in St.  
Anthony Church.   The main  
celebrant at the Mass was Father Robert Morris who had  
assisted with PE classes when he was a student at nearby 
Saint Leo University.  Con-celebrants included Leonard 
Plazewski (SAS grad) and present and past school pastors:  
Rev. Edwin Palka, John Murphy, Henry Riffle Bob Fucheck and 
Deacon Irv Lau. 
 
Children and staff were encouraged to come to school in period
-dress.  Reminiscent of that the 1880s, there were no  
electronics used that day, we limited use of the phone,  white 
chalk on black construction paper ñslatesò were used and only 
pencil and crayons (no ballpoints or markers) .    In place of 
formal PE classes, the students had an afternoon ñbrick relayò 
commemorating a practice when the brick building was being 
constructed.  Back then,  
students who had all their work done and had excellent  
behavior were rewarded by being allowed to help unload bricks 
for the trucks to where the masons needed them.  Happily, the 
weather was cooperative on our anniversary day so we enjoyed 
open windows and fresh air instead of using the AC. 
 
We blessed with many ñlegacyò students at St. Anthony School.  
One of the 8th graders is a direct descent of the founding family 
of our town.  There are 17 fourth generation children; 15  
second generation students.  Our 6th grade teacher is a former 
student; PE coach and her husband both graduated from our 
school. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted: A few good Poll Workers 
 

 

Are you looking for a way to serve your community? Do you 

enjoy working with  people? Does the voting process interest 

you? If the answer is yes, then we have an opportunity for 

you to do all these things and much more. Become a  

Pollworker  for the Supervisor of Elections Office.    

Pollworkers are dedicated and giving persons who help on 

Election Day in a precinct with the voting process. 

 

We have many different positions on Election Day: 

Precinct Supervisor: is in charge of all activity at poll-

ing place. 

Voting System Specialist (VSS): is responsible for the 

voting equipment at the polling place. 

Attendant:  is responsible for assisting voters and the 

VSS during opening and closing procedures. 

EViD Specialist: is responsible for the opening and 

closing of the Electronic Voter identification 

(EViD) Systems (electronic pollbook) and assisting 

voters. 

EViD Operator:  is responsible for assisting the EViD 

Specialist during opening and closing procedures 

and the check-in of voters. 

Ballot Distributor:  is responsible for collecting voting 

passes and issuing paper ballots to voters. 

Poll Deputy: maintains law and order, all day outside 

the polling place. 

 

Each of these positions is very important on Election Day 

and assists the Supervisor of Elections to ensure transparent, 

accurate elections with timely results. For additional informa-

tion on the opportunities and requirements for being a  

pollworker, please visit  www.pascovotes.com or call us toll 

free at 800-851-8754. 

 

 

 

Brian E. Corley 

Supervisor of Elections 

Pasco County 
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Brian E. Corley  
Pasco County Supervisor of 

Elections  

 

 

Do You Know  

All of the 

ways you May pay your  

Chamber Dues?  

 

 

May I Have  

Your  

Attention Please! 

 

 

25th Annual Joe Kiefer 
Golf Tournament 

 

April 16th, 2010 
 

Lake Jovita Golf &  
Country Club 

Call Chamber for Details 
352-567-3769 

¶ Safe, quiet system 

¶ Cleans deep, dries fast 

¶ Certified Technician 

¶ Carpet Protector available 

¶ Residential & Commer-

cial 

¶ Professional courteous 

òExperience The Differenceó      

Kleen Karpet  
Carpet & Furniture Cleaning Services  

Serving you since 1992  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Licensed & Insured   352-567-0337 

Www.kleenkarpetfl.com  813-783-2686  

http://www.pascovotes.com/
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Sharing Joy  
this Christmas  

 

The Giving Tree  outreach, through  
Cornerstone Center for Women, is  
helping seventeen families have a Merry  
Christmas this year.  For the second 

year, our pregnancy care & family resource center has 
collected wish lists from eligible clients with children 
ages newborn through preschool. 
 

Strollers, cribs, educational toys and clothing have been 
the top items requested.  The wish lists were adopted by 
supporters of Cornerstone Center for Women and items 
are to be distributed to clients the week before  
Christmas.  Last year The Giving Tree  collected items 
for ten families of Cornerstone.  With the rapid increase 
of client visits, the needs are much greater this year. 
 

A heartfelt appreciation to all of the supporters of  
Cornerstone Center for Women who helped to make 
The Giving Tree  outreach a success!  A special thank 
you to the teachers and staff of the Academy at the 
Farm charter school who went above and beyond in 
support of The Giving Tree . 
 

For more information on Cornerstone Center for 
Women, please visit our new website at 
www.cornerstonecenterforwomen.com  

Unusual White  
House Pets 

Compliments of San Antonio  
Animal Hospital 

 
 

Although the standard White House pets are dogs and cats, a 
few presidents have enjoyed the company of more rare  
animals.  
John Quincy Adams owned an alligator and silkworms.  
Martin Van Buren briefly owned two tiger cubs.  
Calvin Coolidge had pet raccoons and a pygmy hippopotamus 
named Billy, among many other exotic pets.  
James Buchanan had a Newfoundland named òLaraó and 
owned a herd of elephants, which were a gift from the King of 
Siam, and two bald eagles.  
John F. Kennedy had a collection of animals joining him at 
the White House, including dogs, cats, birds, rabbits,  
hamsters, ponies, and horses.  
Teddy Roosevelt had the most elaborate menagerie at the 
White House, including a bear named Jonathan Edwards, a 
badger named Josiah, and a blue macaw named Eli. He also 
had a lion, a hyena, a wildcat, a coyote, bears, a zebra, and  
various dogs, cats, snakes, hamsters, and guinea pigs.   

http://www.cornerstonecenterforwomen.com
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PASCO REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER ANNOUNCES  

SUCCESS OF FIRST ROSE PROCEDURES IN THE  

TAMPA BAY AREA ï  

SUCCESSFULLY REPAIRING FAILED GASTRIC BYPASS  

 

 

      

     Leading bariatric surgeons Doctors Lee Grossbard and Richard DiCicco successfully completed the first two ROSE  

procedures at Pasco Regional Medical Center.  ROSE is an acronym for revisional obesity surgery endolumenal. 

     ά¢ƘŜ wh{9 ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƛǎƛƻƴƭŜǎǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΣέ DǊƻǎǎōŀǊŘ ǎŀȅǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ 

ǎŎƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘΦέ 

     The ROSE is a major breakthrough in bariatric surgery because it offers gastric bypass patients a second chance at weight 

loss success.  ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ƎŀǎǘǊƛŎ ōȅǇŀǎǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ ǇƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƳŀ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ  

portions.  This Increased consumption can lead to weight regain.  Statistics now show approximately 20 percent of gastric 

bypass patients will experience significant unhealthy weight regain within a few years after the surgery, due to the stretching 

of the stomach, and will be at renewed risk for diseases such as hypertension, diabetes, and  

cardiovascular disease.  

     Using the ROSE procedure, Drs. Grossbard and DiCicco are able to restore the size of the stomach pouch and stoma to the 

original post-bypass size.  Patients regain the feeling of fullness they experienced after their gastric bypass, and they are back 

on their path of weight loss success. 

     ά¢ƘŜ wh{9 ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜΣ ƛƴŎƛǎƛƻƴƭŜǎǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǎǘǊƛŎ ōȅǇŀǎǎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊΣέ 5ƛ/ƛŎŎƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛmple 

ƻǳǘǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΦέ 

     Today, the two patients breezed through their surgeries and into recovery.  Both patients will be held for observation and 

are expected to go home this afternoon. 

     The bariatric surgeons at Pasco Regional Medical Center are pioneers in minimally invasive surgeries.  In 2002,  Dr. Lee 

Grossbard was the first surgeon in the state of Florida to perform a Lap-Band procedure.  On July 1, 2005, Drs. Lee  

Grossbard, Pandurangan Krishnaraj and Richard DiCicco, performed the first LAP-BAND over open gastric bypass surgery in 

the State of Florida.  This year, Grossbard and Krishnaraj also began performing single incision laparoscopic surgery for  

general surgery procedures.  Our surgeons are board certified in General Surgery, are members of the American Society of 

Bariatric Surgeons and are a Five Star Rated for General Surgery and Bariatric Surgery. 

  

For more information about the ROSE or Lap-Band procedures, visit our Web site at www.PascoRegionalmc.com or call  

888-848-ROSE, 888-848-7673. 

  Established in 1973, Pasco Regional Medical Center is an award winning 120-bed acute care facility located in Dade City, 
Florida.  Pasco Regional Medical Center is accredited by the Joint Commission and was named by Thomson Reuters® as one 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ млл ¢ƻǇ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ƛƴ мффт ŀƴŘ нллоΦ  In addition, the hospital is ranked among the Top Five Percent of  
Hospitals in the Nation for General Surgery and has received a Five Star Rating for General Surgery for five consecutive years 
(2006-2010).  Pasco Regional Medical Center was named one of the Best Places to Work in Pasco and Hernando counties in 
2008.  For more information, please visit www.PascoRegionalmc.com. 

http://www.pascoregionalmc.com/
http://www.pascoregionalmc.com/


CenterState Bank  

Christmas Celebration with 

FL Baptist Childrenõs Home 
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I would like to give an update on the Christmas celebration we planned for 20 orphans here in our Dade City branch at 
CenterState Bank. 
 

This all came to life from a conversation I had with one of my team mates here at CenterState Bank one morning as we were 
preparing for our day.  We decided that instead of exchanging gifts with each other and/or having our usual customer  
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ  
Christmas.  And make a difference we have!  The idea to sponsor someone who might otherwise get left out for Christmas 
was our intention, and then the thought of older children living in an orphanage came to mind.  So, we went out on the 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴŜΦ  The nearest orphanage to our 
ǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ [ŀƪŜƭŀƴŘΣ ¢ƘŜ C[ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜΦ  I wrote down the phone number, called the orphanage and spoke to 
Tracey, their Director.   
 

I shared our thoughts and ideas with Tracey about the older children getting left out for Christmas and those are the ones we 
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ǊƛƎƘǘέΦ  People tend to fuss over the little ones at Christmas time, sending in 
gifts, etc.  However, the children ages 12 ς мт ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ   
Then I asked Tracey if she would have those children put together a wish list of 2 or 3 items that they would like to get for 
Christmas.  She informed me that there are 20 children in that age group currently living at the orphanage and asked me if I 
was sure we wanted to sponsor that many.  I told her that I would take a leap of faith, and trust the kindness and  
compassionate hearts of those in my community to help fill the lists.  Tracey also warned me that the list would not contain 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘΦ  The children would probably ask for items for their  
cottages, such as sheets, towels, and one child has already asked for his own drinking glasses (the older children live 5 ς 6 
children in one cottage and have to share such items).  I told Tracey that I was sure the children needed those things for their 
cottages, but I wanted them to list more personal items, ones that they would not have to share with others.  Well, when the 
lists were finally e-mailed to me I literally cried sitting here at my desk, the thought of these children asking for shoes, socks, 
sweaters, body spray and lotions.  Those are items that most of us take for granted each day, when we get out of bed and 
ready for our shower, we will have these things at our disposal without giving it a second thought.   
 

Then, once again I contacted Tracey and assured her that we would be more than happy to purchase these personal items 
for the children, but we would also like for the children to ask for a toy, or an item that teenagers would typically ask for at 
Christmas.  Tracey seemed shocked at my request and asked if I was sure, reminding me once again that there are 20  
children in this age group.  In response I reminded Tracey that I was taking a leap of faith, and I believed that all 20 children 
would be sponsored before their arrival on a fieldtrip to our bank on the December 21st.   
 

Well, with the help of some of our CenterState Bank family, our customers and our friends in our community, we now have 
sponsored all 20 Orphans for Christmas.  In addition to the items on the lists, we have had pizzas, cookies and a large cake 
donated for our Christmas celebration with the orphans.  We also plan to take the children on a tour of downtown Dade City, 
a visit to the new Art Gallery, and then on a stroll down Church Street Christmas where they will enjoy the sounds and sights 
of Christmas.   
To wrap this up on an even more exciting note, we have $1,000 in monetary donations that have come in from our  
/ŜƴǘŜǊ{ǘŀǘŜ .ŀƴƪ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǎƘƛŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
purchase the sheets, towels, etc. that the children need for their cottages.   
 

To sum it all up, we at CenterState Bank have the kindest, most caring customers in our community.  Many of them have 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜΦ 
 

Bonnie Krummen and team.  


